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The mission of the Laura Bush Foundation for America’s Libraries is to    
support the education of our nation’s children by providing books and     
reading material to the school libraries and students that need them. The 
foundation provides funds to update, extend and diversify the book and print 
collections of America’s school libraries that receive them.  
 
The grant award may be used only for books, periodicals, eBooks, reference 
materials, and magazine/newspaper subscriptions.  
 
All applications must be made on-line through the Laura Bush Foundation 
website. 
 
Application deadline: January 29, 2021 
 
Awards announced: April 2021 
 
 “We can contribute to children’s happy learning experiences  
 by making sure they have plenty of books to borrow from               
 their school libraries to read in class and at home.” 
      
     - Mrs. Laura Bush 
 
For more information and to apply, go to: www.laurabushfoundation.com 

 

Laura Bush Foundation  
For America’s Libraries 

DonorsChoose.org 

DonorsChoose.org provides a way for teachers to request much-needed 
materials, equipment, and items for their classrooms. 
 
Through a simple project application, educators can request items  
needed for their classroom.  
 
Step by step instructions on the application process are provided in this 
link: DonorsChoose.org Process 
 
For more information and to apply, go to:                                       
https://www.donorschoose.org/teachers 
 

https://www.yisd.net/Page/15183
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Please ensure all grant 
and DonorsChoose.org 
project applications are 
submitted to Ysleta ISD’s 
Office of Competitive 
Grants for approval prior 
to submittal to the funder. 

 

The Snapdragon Book Foundation  

The Snapdragon Book Foundation was started to provide funds to improve school libraries for              
disadvantaged children. 
 
The foundation exists to put books in the hands of kids. In a time when many schools are reallocating 
their funds to technology and audiovisual equipment, they hope to make sure that school libraries are    
still offering children good books to read. 
 
Grant funds may be used for: 
 

 Books that will be used repeatedly through classroom libraries. 
 Processing or cataloguing fees from book vendors (for processing of                                       

the books ordered in conjunction with your Snapdragon project). 
 Reference materials for use by students. 
 Magazine or newspaper subscriptions. 

 
Grant amounts typically range from $2,500.00 to $10,000.00 
 
Deadline to apply for this grant is February 14, 2021 
 
For more information and to apply, go to: http://snapdragonbookfoundation.org 

 

Texas Retired Teachers Foundation                                            
Classroom Assistance Grant 

Classroom Assistance Grants are awarded to Texas public school teachers who, on a daily basis,     
demonstrate commitment to public education and Texas children through the creation of programs, 
events or other learning platforms.  
 
The Texas Retired Teachers Foundation (TRTF) will award $500 grants to 40 public school teachers in 
Texas for the 2021-2022 school year. 
 
Applicants may apply individually, as a group/team or as a school. If you apply as a group/team or as a 
school, please designate someone to lead your grant application process and serve as the contact person 
to receive any related correspondence from the Foundation.  
 
Applicants must be public school teachers for the 2021-2022 school year who pay into the Teacher      
Retirement System of Texas (TRS). All applications must include a handwritten signature of the school 
principal expressing approval of the project.  
 
Deadline to apply for this grant is 5:00 pm CST on February 25, 2021  
 
Applications can be submitted by scanning and emailing or by U.S. mail: 
 
Email:  sarah@trtf.org   Subject line: Grant Committee  
 
U.S. Mail: Texas Retired Teachers Foundation 
  Attn: Grant Committee 
  313 E. 12th St. Ste. 200 
  Austin, TX 789701 
 
For more information and to download the application, go to: www.trtf.org under the Initiatives tab 
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Sheila Elias   (915) 434-0514  
Director  
selias@yisd.net  
 
Carmen (Suzie) Focht  (915) 434-0513  
Grants Specialist  
cfocht@yisd.net  

 

Gloria Sauceda  (915) 434-0512  
Secretary  
gsauceda@yisd.net  
 
Our fax number is:  (915) 435-9553 
 

For grant procedures and helpful information, please visit our website at 
www.yisd.net under the Competitive Grants Department link. 
 

 Newsletter layout - Gloria Sauceda 
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If you need assistance with your    
application, please contact the 
Office of Competitive Grants 
early in the process. 

Reminder: All grants and project   
applications regardless of the dollar 
amount must be routed through the    
central office administrative approval 
process. Please provide a copy of the 
application to the Office of Competitive 
Grants prior to submitting it to the      
funder. Allow up to 5 business days    
for the routing process to complete.  
Several central office departments may 
be involved in this approval process.  

 Helpful Tips on Writing a Foundation Grant 

1. Simplify 
 
You can spend time writing a grant proposal, but it will be time wasted if the reviewer can’t      
understand it. Simplify your writing using these tips: 
 

 Don’t use vague words and empty phrases -  Ex: nearly, almost, about, or roughly 
 Don’t use jargon, technical language, acronyms, or clichés 
 Don’t use words you wouldn’t normally use on a daily basis 
 Use common words, short sentences, and short paragraphs to help readers follow along 

and to stay engaged 
 Use charts and graphs to explain your points - this also helps to give the reader a break 

in reading text and makes the application easier to read 
 Use headings and subheadings to control the flow of the application, and to let readers 

know they are entering a new section or a sub-section of content 
 


